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www.haysinformed.com for Countywide Emergency Info

Information for the News Media  •  April 8, 2020
Hays County Reports 77 COVID-19 Cases

Hays County Epidemiologist Eric Schneider reminds citizens that most persons who contract the 
disease will have low to moderate fever, a cough, and congestion, typically treated with over the 
counter medications as there is no specialized treatment for COVID-19 like there is with Influenza. 

The majority of persons who contract this disease will not need to seek medical care. Residents with 
these symptoms should self-quarantine until they are fever-free without the use of fever-reducing 
medications for 72 hours.

Residents with underlying health conditions or a weakened immune system and persons over 65 tend 
to be hardest hit by COVID-19 and should consult their health care provider if they are experiencing 
symptoms, as should persons with high fevers or shortness of breath.

 Good hygiene practices are essential  •  Prevention Tips:
1. Wash hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds several times a day, including between 

your fingers and underneath your nails. Handwashing is considered the best way to remove germs 
and dirt, and hand sanitizers should be used only when handwashing is not available. The hand 
sanitizers should be at least 60 percent alcohol to be effective.

2. Avoid handshaking and high-fives.
3. Avoid touching your face – especially your eyes, nose, and mouth.
4. Stay home when you feel sick.
5. Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue then put the tissue in the trash, or use the crook of 

your elbow if a tissue isn’t available.
6. Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular household disinfectant 

cleaning spray or wipe. Clean cell and desk phones, computer keyboards, door handles, and work 
surfaces often.

7. Face masks are not considered an effective way to prevent someone from catching a virus unless 
you have close, frequent contact with a sick person; however, they are an option for sick people 
to use to keep from spreading the virus.

8. Avoid travel to areas that have been designated high-risk areas because of multiple verified cases 
of Corona.

9. Individuals are encouraged to avoid large gatherings. This includes, but is not limited to concerts, 
plays, sporting events, gymnasiums, dances, and restaurants. Recreation activities that can be 
practiced in private are encouraged. This virus spreads by person-to-person transmission just like 
the flu, so limiting human contact can help prevent COVID-19 from spreading.

Hays County Epidemiologist Eric Schneider reminded residents to rely on qualified information sources for 
additional information such as the Texas Department of State Health Services and the Centers for Disease Control 
which offers information in Spanish and Chinese as well as English. The County’s COVID-19 info is here, and as in 
any emergency situation www.HaysInformed.com, the countywide emergency notification blog, has a rolling list of 
important information regarding COVID-19. Many City websites also have information for their residents.
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Special Appearance by the Easter Bunny! 

 

 
If you wish to participate in the 
parade, please decorate your 

vehicle and meet at the mail station 
at 1:50 PM.  Social Distancing 

required.     

Please stand at the end of 
your driveway with your 
children.  Parade will go 

down every street in GWW. 

 

 
*This event is NOT sponsored by the GWW BOT or APC.  Just some 

neighbors wanting to share some Easter cheer. * 
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Spring Treats
Photos by Karen Hayward
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Dear Neighbors,

Warmer weather has arrived and the coronavirus has us all staying home –
Time to Firewise your landscape!   (see next page for infographics)

We know we’re in a time of national emergency. BUT DON’T FORGET WILDFIRE! 
We still need to do what we can to protect ourselves and our communities here in the 
wildland urban interface. After 4 locations in California, the Texas Hill Country is 
the 5th most dangerous place for wildfire in the entire U.S.

And we have some good news! The Crystal Hills Combined (CHC) Firewise Neighborhood 
– Ila Creek, Radiance, Goldenwood, and Goldenwood West – was chosen as one of 150 
U.S. Firewise communities to receive a $500 grant for our Firewise work. Thanks to 
NFPA and State Farm, these funds will help us to make our communities safer from 
wildfire danger.

Our original plan was to have a community workday and rent a chipper on May 2, the 
national Firewise WorkDay. But in light of the coronavirus, NFPA cancelled the May 2nd 
date. So we hope to rent the chipper when we reschedule our full community workday.

HOWEVER, this is a great time to Firewise your home landscape by cutting back 
flammable plants and trees in your Firewise ignition zones. You can:

Limb-up trees (NOT oak trees at this time)   •   Cut brush and trim under-story
Rake leaves  •  Mow grass  •  Clean gutters  •  Screen roof and eave openings

CHC Firewise team member Laurel Trevino has created some slides (next page) that 
show pictures of what it means to limb up trees and thin out underbrush. Check out 
which Texas plants are most flammable and what you can substitute. You can also find 
more information at https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/
Wildfire/Preparing-homes-for-wildfire.

So get out and enjoy the spring, get some exercise (it will help you sleep) and
FIREWISE YOUR LANDSCAPE!

Please report your Firewise hours to me, elotap@hotmail.com.

Elota Patton, Radiance
CHC Firewise Team Coordinator

 
 

 

Dear Neighbors, 

 
The Crystal Hills Combined annual Firewise report is due by November 
15, and I am working on it.  This report will include any Firewise work 
done in Ila Creek, Radiance, Goldenwood, and Goldenwood West. 
 
The first year that we applied, 2018, our combined neighborhoods 
completed 316 hours.  This year, so far, I've gotten reports of work 
totaling 581.45 hours as of July 13, 2019. If you have done any Firewise 
work in your yard or neighborhood since July 13, please send your 
hours to me, elotap@hotmail.com as soon as possible. 
 
Again, send your hours TO ME, elotap@hotmail.com, not to Radiance 
Talk.  Thanks! 
 
Thank you so much for being Firewise!   
 
Elota Patton 
Firewise Team Coordinator 
 
Firewise Team Members:  Beth Blanchard, Mary Buchanan, Jeanine 
Christensen, Bill Christensen, Debbi Cooke, Cristian Granucci, Laurel 
Trevino, David Will 
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Laurel Treviño

Columbine 
(Aquilegia canadensis, 
A. chrysantha)

Violet (Viola sp.)

Primrose (Oenothera drumondii, 
O. macrocarpa)

Phlox (P. drummondii)

Partridge berry
(Mitchella repens) 

Buffalo grass 
(Bouteloua dactyloides)
Bunchgrasses = high flammability

Purple aster (Aster patens)

Bluebells (Eustoma grandiflorum)

Bluebonnets (Lupinus texensis)

Penstemon, Gulf coast 
(Penstemon tenuis, others)

Orange milkweed/butterfly weed 
(Asclepias tuberosa)

Native Texas wildflowers 

Wildflowers = low flammability

Snowbell (Styrax americanus)

American beautyberry 
(Callicarpa Americana)

Butterfly bush 
(Buddleia marrubiifolia)

Turk’s cap 
(Malvaviscus drummondii)

Passion vine (Passiflora lutea) 
low flammability 

Most native vines = mod-high 
flammability

Spanish dagger, narrow-leaf, 
twisted-leaf yucca (Yucca spp.)

Red yucca 
(Hesperaloe parviflora)

Rose mallow 
(Hibiscus lasiocarpos)

Prickly pear cactus (Opuntia sp)

Texas lantana (Lantana horrida)

Autumn sage (Salvia greggii)

Yellowbells (Tecoma stans)

Red buckeye
(Symphoricarpos orbiculatus)

Eve’s necklace (Sophora affinis)

Dogwood 
(Cornus florida, C. drummondii)

Blanco crabapple  
(Malus ioensis var. texana)

Possumhaw (Ilex decidua)

Eastern redbud 
(Cercis canadensis)
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dry branches -> limb up 6-10 ft

‘Cedar’ - Juniperus ashei house wildlands  >

Improve Your Defensible Space
Zone 1 to Zone 2 (6 ft to 30 ft)

Laurel Treviño

RReedduuccee  LLaaddddeerr  FFuueellss    
TThhiinn  &&  pprruunnee  uunnddeerrssttoorryy  sshhrruubbss

>

Laurel Treviño

Avoid Landscape Trees ooff  Moderate to High Flammability

Cedar (Cedrus deodora) - exotic - high
Cypress (Cupressus sp) - exotic - high
Chinaberry (Melia azedarach) - exotic invasive - high
Vitex (Vitex agnus-castus) - exotic - moderate
Mountain laurel (Sophora secundiflora) - native - high

Laurel Treviño

Vitex - moderate   

Italian Cypress  - high Cedar - high 

Chinaberry - high    

Chinaberry - high    

Cypress  - high

Avoid Landscape Shrubs of Moderate to High Flammability
boxwood (Buxus microphylla) - exotic, moderate
rosemary (Rosmarinus sp.) - exotic, high flammability
dwarf yaupon (Ilex vomitoria) - native - high
dwarf palmetto (Sabal minor) - native - high
wax myrtle (Morelia cerifera) - native - high
sacred bamboo (Nandina domestica) - exotic invasive 
bamboo (Bambusa sp) - exotic invasive - high
bamboo (Arundinaria sp)  - native - high

dwarf yaupon - highdwarf palmetto - high

boxwood - moderate

wax myrtle - high

bamboo – high

Nandina – re-sprouts post fire

Laurel Treviño

Improve Your Defensible Space
Zone 1 to Zone 2 (6 ft to 30 ft)

dry branches                    ––>                    limb up 6–10 ft

Reduce Ladder Fuels
Thin & prune understory shrubs

Laurel Treviño
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Goldenwood West Property Owners’ Association

Yard of the Month n
The APC is recognizing properties that are well-kept and attractive. The committee emphasizes that it is 
not encouraging excessive water use to water lawns or landscaping, but is encouraging property owners 

to take pride in keeping their yards neat and their homes up-to-date on maintenance.

@  The APC proudly recognizes: Jack & Sharon Gaskill – 16809 Westview Trail  ^
The APC thanks them for keeping a well-maintained yard and home

and for adding value to our neighborhood.
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WE ARE ESSENTIAL SERVICES
Our work continues! As a designated essential service 
for our communities, we proudly remain open to offer 
a noticeably different, noticeably better service to all of 
our customers. While restrictions are in place to reduce 
the impact of COVID-19, TDS is open for business with no 
changes in operations or our commitments to the public.

As we service your 
communities and 
neighborhoods, we are taking 
a variety of extra health 
measures for our employees 
out of an abundance of 
caution for COVID-19, all of 

which are based on the latest science-based information 
from health officials.  Here are a few ways you can help!

Our locally owned and operated family of businesses, 
including our drivers, our call center, our facilities, our 
emergency response team, and all other aspects of our 
businesses are continuing as normal.
We’re hiring - join our team!

To meet the needs of our customers who are at home during 
this crisis, we are offering a deal for home spring cleaning. 

Call 737-236-7090 or see the link below.

Get $100 off a Mini Roll-Off Dumpster Rental
Plus 2 cubic yards of Garden-Ville compost or mulch FREE!

Delivered to your driveway. Get Combo Deal.
*Some restrictions may apply

Our Garden-Ville stores are open and ready to provide you 
with high-quality locally sourced soil, compost and mulch. 
And just in time for spring planting, now is a great time to 
take advantage of our Elite Lawn Compost offer!

We appreciate your business and the
privilege to work in your community.

Never Miss Your Collection Day Again! 
Download the TDS Waste Wizard app today

on Google Play or the App Store.

Want to Win a $100 Gift Card to H-E-B?

Texas Disposal Systems is giving away a $100 H-E-B gift card 
to one lucky Waste Wizard user. Entering is easy!

Step 1: Sign up for collection day reminders*
Step 2: Enter the contest form

*To sign up for collection day reminders, you can download
the app on Google Play or the App Store or enter your

address on the Waste Wizard page and click,
Get a reminder!

Already have the app? Have a friend, family member, 
neighbor, spouse or roommate download it and

sign up for reminders as well!

No purchase necessary. Many will enter, one will win.
One (1) entry max per person.

User must fill out a contest form AND be signed up for 
collection reminders in order to win. H-E-B gift card will be 

digitally distributed to the selected email of the user.
Terms and conditions may apply.

Texas Disposal Systems
PO Box 17126, Austin, TX 78760



Help Prevent The
Spread of Oak Wilt. 

Don’t trim trees
between Feb 1 and June 30.

Get informed. 
If you need information about oak wilt 

go to http://texasoakwilt.org 

The oak wilt prevention season is still upon us
inside Goldenwood West!
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Allterrain

Graphics
Travis Klein_2015 www.allterrain.design

Do Not Use the GWW Swimming Pool

The Goldenwood West Pool and Pavilion Area has been closed and will remain closed
until further notice; the code will change from off season to a new code

and will not be distributed to the membership.

Unfortunately, we have had reports of the swimming pool being used last week.
The pool is closed for compliance with Hays County orders to practice social distancing.

We ask that neighbors in Goldenwood West help monitor and share the information
with all family members. The pool is closed for health and safety

reasons due to the COVID19 pandemic.




